
Dear Community Members, 

What a wonderful season it has been, 
already filled with celebrations and 
achievements to applaud! I know that we 
are still not back to our previous routines 
just yet, but these past few months have 
brought a dramatic turnaround from 
last year at this time. We continue to 
resume activities that were halted during 
the shutdown and are doing everything 
possible to ensure that our students get to 
enjoy the year-end traditions that they have 
anticipated for so long.  

We held a spirit-filled homecoming 
weekend in April and have had an action-
packed spring sports season, with 580 
athletes registered on teams. The weather 
in recent weeks has permitted us to bring 
many performances, including the primary 
schools’ Spring Sing events and Stratford’s 
World Dance Festival, outdoors for parents 
to enjoy. Due to the continued decline 
in COVID-19 cases, current guidelines 
issued by the Nassau County Department 
of Health will allow us to hold in-person 
ceremonies, and we are looking forward 
to senior awards, athletic awards, prom, 
graduation and many other events. 

On behalf of the district, I would like to 
express appreciation for the community’s 
support of our 2021-22 budget. This 
budget will allow us to enhance academic 
opportunities with new resources and 
upgrades while maintaining our excellent 
athletic and arts initiatives. Funding 
also supports mental health and social-
emotional learning and addresses facilities 
improvements.

I look forward to seeing many of you in 
the upcoming weeks. 

Sincerely, 

Kusum 

Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Garden City Public Schools 
Spring 2021, Vol. 22, No. 3On The Line

Throughout the Garden City 
Public Schools, students and staff 
members have been rejoicing as 
a sense of normalcy is restored 
and activities resume. While 
New York State is not yet back 
to its prepandemic condition, 
the district has made significant 
strides in returning to the school 
experiences that students are used 
to. 

This past March brought the 
final phase of a full return for all 
in-person students. The middle 
and high schools have welcomed 
grades 6-12 back five days per 
week, and Stewart School’s fifth 
graders were thrilled to return to 
their home building after being 
housed at the middle school for 
the fall and most of the winter.

The district continues to 
adhere to state health and safety 
guidelines, which have been 
relaxed to allow for removal of 
desk barriers and reduction of 
spacing between desks. Although 
masks are still required, the 
milder weather provides more 
opportunities for classes to go 
outside and enjoy mask breaks. 

Stewart’s fifth graders 
expressed that they are happy 
to spend their final months 
of elementary school in a 
school setting that holds 
many memories. Likewise, the 
secondary students conveyed 
enthusiasm for being back in 
their buildings and seeing their 
friends and teachers in person 

Back in Full Swing 
for Spring!
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AdministrAtive teAm 
Grows Stronger

The district has announced the 
appointment of several administrators 
who will commence their new roles in 
July. Longtime Stratford Elementary 
School Principal Eileen Vota was 
reassigned as the Locust School principal, 
Matthew Samuelson will join Garden 
City Middle School as principal and 
Connor Cohn will take on the role of 
assistant principal at Garden City High 
School. 

Mrs. Vota has been the principal 
of Stratford since 2010 and has a 
well-established understanding of the 
district’s elementary students’ needs. 
Her training and background in literacy 
and mathematics will be an asset at the 
primary level. She has helped identify 
best practices and continues to be 
instrumental to the district in fine-tuning 
its literacy program, K-5. She will oversee 
the K-1 literacy program and work 
closely with Homestead School Principal 
Dr. Suzanne Viscovich and Hemlock 
School Principal Ms. Audrey Bellovin, 
both of whom are excited to work with 
Mrs. Vota to create even more curricular 
cohesiveness across the three primary 
buildings.

Mr. Samuelson has served as assistant 
principal at Irvington High School 
since 2016 and over these past five 
years has developed curricula, observed 
faculty members, led student groups, 
addressed student needs, implemented 
and designed programs, contributed 
to the code of conduct, participated in 
hiring processes and led 504 committee 
work, among other duties. He also co-
chaired a subcommittee on reopening 
in the pandemic and designed protocols, 
created schedules to support in-person 
and remote learning and maintained a 
safe environment for students and staff 
members. 

Mr. Cohn comes to Garden City from 
the Dobbs Ferry School District, where 
he has been a school district and building 
leader intern since 2018 and a social 
studies teacher since 2012. He created 
professional development plans, led 504 
reviews, observed teachers, coordinated 
exams, helped to establish International 
Baccalaureate showcase events, facilitated 
emergency drills, implemented social-
emotional learning practices, managed 
student matters, designed schedules and 
developed curriculum. He also facilitated 
distance learning in light of COVID-19 
and has coached many sports.

“We are very excited about all of 
these appointments and look forward to 
the ways their strengths and skills will 
make our programs even better,” said 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum 
Sinha. “Mrs. Vota’s proven experience as 
a principal and curriculum leader within 
the Garden City School District will 
build upon Dr. Ricotta’s work at Locust 
while fostering critical relationships 
between students, parents, teachers and 
the community. Mr. Samuelson and 
Mr. Cohn both bring strong experience 
and will be valuable assets to the middle 
school, high school and entire district.” 

Eileen Vota will transition  
her principalship from 

Stratford Elementary School  
to Locust School. 

Matthew Samuelson will join 
Garden City Middle School 

as principal. 

Connor Cohn was appointed 
assistant principal of Garden 

City High School.

“We are very excited about all of these appointments and look forward to the ways their strengths and skills will make our programs even better.”  – Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha



While the district celebrates having 
its students back in the buildings daily, 
fully remote students are continuing 
to excel as well thanks to opportunities 
provided by technology and efforts from 
teachers to foster a sense of connection. 
Zoom’s livestreaming capabilities enable 
all students to learn simultaneously 
regardless of their location, and staff 
members have found creative ways 
to keep them engaged. Support from 
parents is also immensely valuable 
in making this instructional model 
successful, and teachers have developed 
strong relationships with families 
through remote education.  

Some classes are comprised of in-
person and remote students while others 
are solely remote, and both formats 
actively involve participants in lessons 
and activities. Whether they are in the 
classroom or at home, all students can 
see and hear one another, ask questions 
and collaborate, and teachers conduct 
lessons in ways that bring class members 
together.

Teachers find many ways to celebrate 
accomplishments and ensure that 
their students feel included. They 
drop off bags of materials for projects, 
celebrations and events so that students 
at home can participate as though they 
are in school. Remote students display 
their work whether it is in their homes 
or in a classroom alongside that of their 
in-person peers, and programs such as 
Class Superstar and Star of the Week 
provide moments in the spotlight. 
Parents have been of great support 
collaborating with teachers, helping to 

distribute supplies and making sure their 
children have nurturing home-learning 
environments.  

In the combined in-person and 
remote classes, students follow the same 
schedule and use online tools supported 
by a variety of devices to complete 
schoolwork. Art and music lessons 
are synchronous and Zoom breakout 
rooms afford many opportunities for 
collaboration in a range of subject areas. 

Michelle Sullivan and Jon Daniels’ 
class completed research projects 
about Latin American countries, for 
which students used websites and 
databases to obtain content, then 
developed promotional commercials 
with Adobe Spark video creator. In 
another assignment, they created lessons, 
presented them to their classmates and 
administered quizzes using tools such as 
Google Forms and Kahoot. 

Entirely remote classes involve full-
class lessons and small-group work. 
Students have plentiful opportunities 
to converse freely, just as they would 
in person, and even the youngest 
learners know how to use Zoom’s 
features appropriately. Stewart School 
teacher Gina Leake coordinated a pen 
pal program for her fully remote class, 
connecting students with others in the 
district. Kindergarten and first grade 
students receive small-group instruction 
each afternoon. Character education 
is incorporated with an emphasis 
on friendship, problem-solving and 
kindness.

For Kristen Thompson’s remote 
kindergartners, mornings begin with 

circle time and song and dance, and 
students openly share ideas as they 
answer questions to kick off each day. 
Thanks to the support of parents, 
students were provided with brightly 
colored dry-erase paddles to hold up 
when they have answers to display or 
wish to be called on. Ms. Thompson 
demonstrates hands-on activities and 
crafts that can be replicated at home 
with common household materials, such 
as a cloud and rain experiment that used 
shaving cream, water and food coloring. 

“Our remote students have shown 
incredible growth and adaptability 
this school year,” Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha said. “These 
challenging times have led us to make 
advancements in ways that support 21st-
century learning on a new level. Students 
are well-prepared for bright futures and 
equipped to connect and collaborate, 
whether it is virtually or in person.”

Remote Learners 



five days a week. 
Students are also enjoying having 

sports up and running again, and 
athletes completed excellent winter 
and fall seasons. The spring season 
began in April and has been filled 
with victories, including a 34-0 
homecoming football game win 
against South Side High School on 
April 16. Homecoming weekend 
also featured a pep rally and an 
outstanding halftime show that 
featured the marching band, color 
guard, cheerleaders and kickline. 
Some seniors visited the primary 
and elementary schools and led mini 
pep rallies outside leading up to the 
festivities, and each of the school 
buildings held spirit week activities 
that reinforced their strong sense of 
community pride.

While some events, such as the 
high school musical and districtwide 
art show, continued in the pandemic’s 
widely used virtual format, many 
in-person celebrations are back in 
bloom in the Garden City schools. 
The district recently held a reception 

honoring its tenure recipients, high 
school musicians performed in an 
outdoor concert, Advanced Placement 
artists showcased their work with 
a live exhibit and an induction 
ceremony welcomed the National 
Honor Society’s newest members. 
The buildings will hold end-of-
year activities, award presentations 
and events, which principals will 
communicate to parents. 

“This school year has been 
different, but we are continuing the 
traditions that celebrate our students 
and demonstrate our unity as a 
district in as many ways as possible,” 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum 
Sinha said.
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Garden City High School celebrated a victorious 
homecoming game on April 16. 

Many school activities have resumed, such as marching 
band and color guard, pictured. 

An in-person reception on April 20 honored the district’s 16 tenure recipients. 
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